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»Wewill definitely
takeactionif it
happens«
UNIVERSITI PUTRA MALAYSIA
VICE-CHANCELLOR PROF TAN SRI
DR NIK MUSTAPHA R. ABDULLAH
Vice-chancellors
•
warnsenIors
thatbullying
won'tbetolerated
PETALING JAYA: Universityseniors,takenote
- thosewhoragfreshieswill beexpelled.
Thisisthewarningissuedbythevice-chancel-
lorsofseveralpublicvarsitiesin thecountry.
The universitiesstoodtogetherin declaring
that raggingwill not be toleratedand urged
freshieswhowerebulliedto comeforwardand
filetheircomplaintsimmediately.
All notedthatalthoughraggingwasnotanew
phenomenon,it shouldnottakeplaceatuniver-
sfties.Thecampusauthoritiesremindedall par-
ties that the formal OrientationWeek was
alreadyin placeat all universitieswherethere
wereguidelineseveryonemustadhereto.
While psychologistspointedout that those
who bulliedtheirjuniors did it to earntheir
respectandasashowofstrength,formerbullies
saidthesewerealldone"asgood,cleanfun".
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Expulsion for culprits
Varsityseniorscaughtbullyingfreshiesriskharshpunishment
PETALING JAYA: Seniorscaught
raggingfreshmenwill be punished
accordingly, including being
expelled,warnedthevice-chancel-
lorsofseveralpublicuniversities.
The VCs and deputyVCs inter-
viewedby TheStar reiteratedthat
raggingwasunlawfulandwouldnot
betolerated.
Theyadvisedfreshmenwhowere
raggedtocomplaintimmediatelyto
campusauthoritiesuchasthecol-
legemasters,fellowsor eventhe
securityoffices.
Universiti Putra Malaysiavice-
chancellor Prof Tan Sri Dr Nik
Mustapha R. Abdullah said that
whileraggingwasalmostnon-exist-
entnowadays,stemactionwouldbe
takenagainsthosewho attempto
createtrouble.
"Wewill definitelytakeactionif it
happens.If the offenceis serious,
thereis a possibilitytheactionmay
warrantexpulsion,"he said when
contacted.Headdedthattheissueof
raggingwasnothingnew.
"The seniorsshouldknow they
arenotallowedtoindulgeinragging
asit isagainsthelaw.
"Orientationweek is conducted
everyyear to welcomenew stu-
dents.Theuniversitiesetguidelines
andstudentshaveto respecthat,"
saidDrNikMustapha.
He was commentingon a state-
mentby HigherEducationMinister
DatukSeriMohamedKhaledNordin
thatuniversityandcollegeauthori-
tiesmustbeaccountableto ensure
that the orientationconducteddid
notcrosstheline.
UniversitiTeknologiMara(UiTM)
vice-chancellorProfDatukDrSahol
HamidAbu Bakarwarnedthatstu-
dentscouldfaceexpulsionif they
werecaughtragginganotherperson
oncampus.
Universiti Utara Malaysiavice-
chancellorProfDrMohamedMustafa
Ishaksaid therewas no harmin
senior studentsgetting to know
theirjuniorsbut theyshouldknow
when to draw the line between
harmlessjokesandabuse.
"A littlebit of harmlessjokesare
fine,but anythinginvolvingphysi-
cal, mental or verbal abuseand
humiliationwill not be tolerated,"
hesaid.
UniversitiKebangsaanMalaysia
deputy vice-chancellor(Stupent
AffairsandAlumni)Prof DatukDr
MohamadAbdul Razaksaid over
500 selectedstudent facilitators
were trainedfor orientationwee:k
andto watchoutforanyuntoward
happenings.
HigherEducationMinistrysecre-
tary-generalTan Sri Dr ZulketliA.
Hassansaidtheministry'stanceon
raggingwasveryclear.
''Thereis no two waysaboutit.
Therelevantauthoritiesin universi-
tieswill bemadeaccountable.
For more reports on ragging
